ourney o the centre of the garfh
Chuptev one

Late one Sunday afternoon in May I863, my uncle, Professor Lidenbrock,
came home early. We lived in a house in the city of Hamburg. He was very
excited. Martha, our cook, was worried. "Why is Professor Lidenbrock
here so early?' she cried. 'His dinner isn't ready yet.'
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I told Martha not to worry and she went back to the kitchen. I started to go
upstairs to my room, but Uncle Otto's voice stopped me.'Axel, come here!' he
shouted.I entered his room. My uncle was sitting at his desk. He was looking
at an old book.’ Look at this!' he exclaimed. 'What a fantastic book! It's
more than six hundred years old. It's wonderful.’
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'What is this wonderful book called?’' I asked. But my uncle did not hear me
at first. He kept opening and shutting the book and talking about it to himself.
I repeated my question.'This book is a translation of a famous Icelandic book.
It was written by Snorri Sturlasson in the twelfth century. Ah, what's this?'

A piece of parchment fell out of the book. There were strange letters
written on it. My uncle picked it up and looked at it. He became even more
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"What are runes, Uncle?' | asked.'Runes are the letters of th old
Icelandic alphabet, of course,"my uncle replied impatiently. ‘I

can read runes, but I can't understand this. What does it

mean?’ :

And he began to talk to himself again. I was used to that because my uncle Otto was a
little strange sometimes. He gave lectures at the University of Hamburg. He was a
famous geologist: he knew more about the Earth than any other scientist. Other

lé



geologists came from all over the world to learn from him. | learned about geology from
him. He was a very good teacher. When my parents died, I came to live with him. |
often helped him in his work. I was proud to be the assistant of such a famous man.
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He started to walk up and down the room with the parchment in his hand.
He looked puzzled. When he was puzzled, he usually became angry. He was
getting angry now. ey

Martha opened the door of the study.
'The soup is ready, Professor,' she said. 'OK!" shouted my uncle.

Martha closed the door and ran back to the kitchen.

I followed her and sat down to dinner. Martha was a very
good cook and I was hungry. I was just finishing my dinner when
my uncle called my name again. I got up from the table immediately and
rushed back to his study. My uncle was sitting at his desk. He was staring at
the parchment. . )
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'These are runes,’' he said, 'but the letters are mixed up. That is why I
cannot understand it. It is written in a secret code. And there is something
else.""What?' I asked.' The book and the parchment are not written in the
same handwriting. The writing of the parchment is later than the writing of
the book. Therefore I think that this parchment was written by someone who
owned the book.'
My uncle continued to stare at the writing on the parchment. Then he used a
magnifying glass to make the letters bigger. He looked at the
parchment again. He pointed to a line of letters. 'Arne Saknussemm!' he
exclaimed. 'Oh, that's an Icelandic nhame. Saknussemm was a famous
Icelandic scientist of the sixteenth century. He made many great scientific
discoveries. He must have owned this book!'
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'But why should Arne Saknussemm want to hide what he had discovered?' I
asked. '"Why should he keep it secret?’

'I don't know,' my uncle replied, 'but I am going to find out. I will neither
eat nor sleep until I have discovered the secret.’

My uncle guessed that the message was written in Latin and not Icelandic.
Scientists of the sixteenth century always wrote about their discoveries in
Latin. He tried reading the letters forwards, then backwards, but they still
made no sense.

He hit his desk with his fist. 'That's not it!" he cried. 'It doesn't make any
sense!' And he ran out of the house and slammed the door behind him.

Martha and I watched him go. 'He has gone without his dinner,' she said.
'He will starve.'
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1- Who was Lidenbrock ? C g ond & Oa
- He was a famous scientist and geologist.

2588a (Al alle

2- Why did geologists from all over the world go to professor Lidenbrock ?
£l g ual AL ) alladl slall JS cpa Ca ol gaaldl coad 13l
-To learn about the earth from him
uaN) (& Ada ) galadyd

3- Why did Axel go to live with his uncle ? ¢ das ga G JusS) il 13lal
- Because his parents died . giba agall g o
4- Where did they live ? ¢ Ogdumn ) 638 o)

- They lived in in the city of Hamburg in Germany .
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5- Who was Axel ? ¢ JusS) 82 (1a

- He was the professor’s nephew. M) A1 ol g
6- Who was Martha ? Tl A (e
- She was the professor’s cook Ay Aald A
7- Why was Martha worried that day ? asl) 13 4816 1 jla cuils )30

Because the professor went home earlier than usual and his dinner wasn't ready yet .
LAl olde (0 alg linal) (e AS) | S e JUa) Y

8-Why did the professor come home early? IuSea Ad Hal ) geud gl Ao JMal *
Because he found a very interesting book. laa (3 QUS A g AN

9- What was professor Lidenbrock doing in his study ? 4xiSe 3 aa 8 3 Jady ¢S 13
- He was looking at a very old book . He kept opening and shutting it and talking

about it with himself. dudi pa dde daty g 4Bl g Aaidy g apad QLS ) BG olS
10- What was the old book? asadl) Uil ()l 1l
It was a translation of a famous Icelandic book . S gailugl Uit daa 55 oS
11- How old was the book ? ¢ QUsll jae OlS as
It was 600 years old .. Lle e s
12- Who wrote the old book ?When? ¢ Fafasadl) GUiSl) IS (e
Snorri Sturlasson in the 12™ century. A S A A0 s sl 6 g
13-How was the parchment written? ¢4 ghilal) i€ Cis
-1t was written in a secret code. Ay e 3R
14- What fell out of the book ? ¢ QUSH (e adg sl La
- A parchment Al ghaie




.

15- Who wrote the parchment ? ¢ Al QS O
- Arne Saknussemm .. i gi Al

16- Why couldn’t the professor read the parchment ? & O Jgeud g ) adaiioy al )il

¢ dda gladiall

-Because the letters were mixed up. A13)ate LS Cag Al N
- It was written in a secret code . Ag e Bl 4y giSa S

17- Why did the professor guess that the parchment was written in Runes?
Pai 9y 4y 5iSa Ada ghdlall () ) geusd g l) (el 13l
- Because he found it in an old Icelandic book.
ddalida (i al) CuilS g, agad g dilaa) QLS JA0a Laas g 43

18-What are runes ? ¢ Jglla
-the letters of the old Icelandic alphabet.  Aagail) Apailea¥) dpaa) dig A

19- Why did the professor guess that the parchment was written in Latin?
¢ AL Ay gi%a A ghadall o g gl (1 3Ll
-Because Arne Saknussemm lived in the 16" century and scientists of

the 16" century wrote about their discoveries in Latin
LG agBLES) fe 1 eiS pdie (ald) (A slale e (alad) (AN 8 Glury S amisiSlu A0 Y

20 — Why did the professor guess that the parchment was written by someonw
who owned the book2-Usl) éltial 1) addl) Aaw) gy <ui€ 488 ) o uY) (el 13l
They weren’t written in the same hand writing . The writing of the parchment
was later than the writing of the book. (A5 AUl ¢ LaS ) ol (pudiy (o 9€a 1 53685 al
QUSH o Al cpa duaa) cuils 4838 )

21- Why did the professor use a magnifying glass ? »$e duse ; geud gall aaddul Iilal
- To make the letters bigger S| dag all Jaay
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22- Who was Snori Sturlasson? SO ) siu (5 ) s (e
-a scientist in the 12" . The writer of the book
Bl ) alSy e S ¢ b alle

23- Who was Arne Saknussemm? ¢ o gl (S (e
- a scientist in the 16" and the writer of the parchment .

488 ) iS5 die Gulidl ol L alle

24-Why was Axel proud of his uncle? Thany | ) 938 JusS) (S 13l
-Because he was a famous scientist and geologist. 1 osgdea Lin sl g g Lalle (S AY
25- Runes were ......... vevereenenens LS A3 900

- the letters of the oId Icelandlc alphabet il Laile¥) 40l digall A

26- Although the professor knew Latin and Runes, ...........
 eevressaessanees g ) 9 AU Gy OIS g g ) O a2 1

- He couldn’t understand the parchment .

b ghaiall agdy ) adaliw al

- in the same handwriting .
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Chapterx two

When Martha had gone, I picked up the parchment and studied it. I tried to
arrange the letters so that they formed Latin words. But it was impossible. I
tried every combination of letters I could think of, but I still couldn't make
any sense of it. I became hot. I felt I couldn't breathe, so I picked up the
parchment and started to fan myself with it.
While I was sitting in front of the window I saw the back of the parchment
and then the front. Suddenly I saw some Latin words which I knew: creterem,
a crater, terrestre, of the Earth. You can imagine how excited I was. I had
broken the secret code!
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At last I calmed down. 'Now let's see what it says,’' I said to myself. I spread
the parchment out in front of the window and started to read it. I managed to
understand all of it.
For some moments I sat there without moving. I was frightened by what I
had read.
Was it possible? Had this really happened? Had some man really been brave
enough to do this? And then I jumped up out of my seat.
'Oh no,' I cried. "My uncle must not find out about this. When he reads this, he
will want to do it himself. He will want to take me with him. We will never
return to Hamburg. I must stop him from reading it!'
I took the parchment over to the fire. I was just going to burn it when the
door opened and my uncle appeared.
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I just had time to put the parchment back on the table. My uncle did not see
me. He was still thinking about the secret message. He studied the parchment
all night. I fell asleep on the couch. When I woke up, it was morning. My uncle



was still staring at the parchment. His face was white and his eyes were red. I
felt sorry for him. I knew the secret of the parchment, but I could not tell my
uncle. I knew he would want to follow in the footsteps of the old Icelandic
scientist. That would be very dangerous. . )
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The morning passed. There was no breakfast and no lunch. I
was very hungry .I started to change my mind about telling him of my
discovery. Surely I could stop him from making such a dangerous journey.
About two o'clock my uncle put on his hat to go out. I decided to tell him.
'Uncle Lidenbrock,' I said. 'Have you found the secret of the code?’
He said nothing, but he shook his head and stared at me. 'I think I have found
the answer,' I said. I showed him the words I had written down:
Go down into the crater of Sneffels which the shadow of Scartaris touches
before July. Then you will reach the centre of the Earth, I have done this. Arne
Saknussemm. ) o » .
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When my uncle read this, he gave a great cry and jumped to
his feet. Books flew everywhere.
He walked up and down for a few moments. Then he turned to me. He asked
me the time. I told him it was three o'clock. My uncle was surprised.
'Is that the time?' he asked. '"We must have some lunch. And then pack my
box.'
'What?' I asked.
'After that, pack your own box,' he said. I tried to tell my uncle of the danger
of the journey, but he would not listen and he walked out of the room.
We ate lunch together, and then he called me into his study.
'Axel,' he said kindly, 'you are a very clever young man and you have helped
me greatly. I will not forget this. Now bring me that atlas from the bookshelf.'
I did as my uncle asked. He showed me the places Arne had written about on
the map of Iceland. I saw that Sneffels was a huge mountain, nearly two
thousand metres high. ‘
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‘But this mountain is a volcano. You can't go down into the centre of a volcano. You
would die of the heat,’ I said.My uncle smiled. "But Sneffels is an extinct volcano. It has
not erupted since the year 1229. Now it is quite cold. Sneffels has several craters. Only
one leads to the centre of the Earth. Arne tells us that the mountain Scartaris casts its
shadow over this crater at the end of June."’But everyone knows that the centre of the
Earth is very hotlt is impossible to go there and come back alive."My uncle smiled.
"Impossible, is it? Well, we are scientists and we should go there and see for ourselves.
We leave for Iceland the day after tomorrow! *
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
1. How did Axel break the secret code? 944 ) B8N Jag o JuusT Ui s

-By chance when he saw some Latin words which he knew .
Cledan S AN Ao clalsl) (any o) Ladic ddall

2. Why didn’t Axel want to tell his uncle that he knew the secret message?
g ) B_AAN i e Adly das iy O ST 2 &l 13

-To prevent him from making the journey . AN Jas (e daayd
3.Why was Axel going to burn the parchment? ¢dda gladall JuaS) (3 e GAS 134

- To stop his uncle from making the journey. Aa ) Jas (e des ey S

4. Did Axel burn the parchment? Why? ¢ ) 3al ¢4 glaiall Jusi (3 Jo

No, he didn’t. because his uncle appeared suddenly.
slad jghides (Y. gy al ¥



5. Why did Axel decide to tell his uncle about the secret message?
4 pal) A )l (8 dne JLd) Jusi 8 13l

- Because he felt sorry for his uncle who hasn’t eaten or slept for two days.
Oz Baal s olp Sl a3 Aue o gty yudi oY

6. What was the secret message on the parchment?
?M}\L&b&g’a‘éﬁ\%ﬂ\ﬂba}\w Ja
-1t was that Arne Saknussemm had been to the center of the earth through the crater

of Snefflels .
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7. How did Axel and the professor feel about making the journey ?
Aa L ALAY 4als Ay Jus) jad S
- The professor was very excited, but Axel was very worried . ,
JBB S ) &1 g T (S ALY

8- Axel believed that the journey to the center of the earth would be impossible and
dangerous Why ? ¢ 13lal, 5 el gf Aliaina (2 ) 38 e ) Ala ) o) Juus) alic)
Because he thought the center of the earth was very hot .
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9. What did the professor do when he knew the secret message?
Syt Al ) G e Ladie ) gaud g pal) Jad ‘:\\e

- He jumped to his feet and gave a cry of joy. ‘
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10. What is Sneffels ? i o2 La

- an extinct volcano in Iceland that hasn’t erupted since 1229.
YA A Al hailaal 8 Ml oS

12. What is Scartaris ? b S sala
- a huge mountain in Iceland that casts its shadow over the crater of Sneffels before

July.
Cols O Sl Aa gh e A ey ikl B e G

15. What is Scartaris ? b S sala
- a huge mountain in Iceland that casts its shadow over the crater of Sneffels before

July.
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13-Axel thought that the centre of the earth ......... AN S o) St Aite )

............. was very hot and they would die of heat
B uladl (e Qg gas agdl g 1S
14.Although Sneffels had several craters,.........ccccceueeen.e.
........... Ol ¥) Bagae il g 4y i o a8l
—only one led to the center of the earth. 02 S e ) g2 Jak Baal g

15. After finding out the secret message of the parchment, professor Lidenbrock

decided ........oevveveverenen oz O spend gl U8 ¢ A ) Adbe ) CiLEES) am
- to make the journey to the center of the earth. ua_¥) JS e () da b a g4 ¢

16- Scartaries casts its shadow over ............cc.eu.... o Al (U S ey
................ A crater in sneffels that leads to the center of the earth at the end of June
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Chapter three

The next day we prepared for our journey. Guns, tools, and scientific
instruments arrived all day and were packed into boxesPoor Martha watched
this activity. 'Professor Lidenbrock is taking youaway,' she said. 'Is he mad?' 1
nodded.' Where are you going?'I pointed down towards the centre of the
Earth.' To the cellar?' Martha asked.' No, Martha,' I replied. 'Farther down
than that.’
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At last everything was packed up and we set off on our journey. We travelled
by steamer to Copenhagen. There we met a Danish scientist who gave us
letters of introduction to the most important men in Iceland. From
Copenhagen we sailed north to Iceland. The sea was very rough and my uncle
was seasick for most of the voyage. But when we arrived in Reykjavik, the
capital of Iceland, he was happy and excited. He did not want to explore
Reykjavik.
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'The most interesting part of Iceland is under the ground,’ he said.
We immediately set off for the home of Dr Fridrikson. My uncle had a letter of
introduction to him. He told Dr Fridrikson that he was interested in exploring
Iceland's geology. .'"That is a very interesting subject,' said Dr Fridrikson.
'Iceland has many volcanoes which have not been explored. For example, look
at the mountain behind us. It is called Sneffels. It has a very interesting
crater, but no one ever visits it.’
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'Really?' said my uncle. He appeared to be calm, but I knewthat he was very
excited. 'Is this volcano extinct?''Oh yes,' said Dr Fridrikson. 'It has not
erupted for the last sixhundred years.'"Well,' said my uncle, 'I think perhaps
we shall explore this Seffel ... Fessels ... what do you call it?''Sneffels,’ said Dr
Fridrikson.Dr Fridrikson was very helpful. He arranged for a guide called Hans
to take us to Sneffels. I liked Hans immediately. He was a big man who moved
slowly and did not say very much. My uncle liked him, too.'Hans is a good
man,' he said, 'but he does not yet know what we are going to do.''So he's
coming with us to...?"'Yes, Axel. Hans is coming with us to the centre of the
Earth.'
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Hans helped us to pack the guns, tools, and scientific instruments we had
brought with us from Hamburg. Dr Fridrikson came to see us off and I
wish us good luck.Hans led us out of Reykjavik. Soon we were in the
countryside. We followed a path along the coast. The countryside was bleak.
There were no crops and hardly any animals. The grass was yellow and there
were large rocks everywhere. Here and there we saw a lonely farmhouse.
Sometimes we had to cross inlets and sometimes we had to wait until the tide
was out before we could cross. This made my uncle very angry, because he
did not want to waste any time on his journey.
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At night we stayed in farmhouses. The Icelanders were always pleased to see
us. They gave us the best food and drink they had and refused our
offers of money. We now travelled through a strange country. We walked
over beds of lava. The rocks were sharp and they hurt our feet. Volcanic rocks
rose up above us. They were twisted into strange shapes. At the side of the
path, steam shot up from hot springs below the Earth. No plants or flowers
grew in this rocky land - there I was nothing but bare rock.
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I began to feel tired, but my' uncle walked very quickly. He never seemed to
feel tired! As I walked, I thought about our journey to the centre of the Earth.
'We are going to go down into the crater. Sneffels is a volcano. It has not
erupted since 1229. My uncle thinks Sneffels is an extinct volcano. But
perhaps it is not extinct - only sleeping. What will happen if it wakes up?
What will happen to us then?'
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After three more days we reached the base of Sneffels, That night I talked to
my uncle about my fears. He told me that Sneffels would not erupt. He tried to
prove this to me scientifically, but I could not understand him. I was still
worried and full of fear. That night I had a terrible dream. I dreamed that
I was inside a volcano. There was a great explosion and I was shot up out of
the volcano like a rocket.
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We climbed Sneffels for the whole of the next day. We climbed higher and
higher. It was harder and harder to breathe because of the thin air. Even my
uncle was tired. At eleven o'clock that night we reached the top of the
mountain. We camped at the edge of the crater. We were more than one
thousand five hundred metres above sea level.When we awoke the next
morning, it was cold and clear. The whole of Iceland was spread out below us
like a map. We could even see the coast of Greenland.
i Jalh o) sl (Y Guditl) Uile Laa oSy Aeld o Ubludg ¢ AUl a sl Alds liia Jaa WAL
Lla o U Sue g Jaadl dad ) Uila g A0 el A Lde dalad) delad) 8 | qallly pdi es
S Al zluall & LEGL) Latie | jand) mhaa Gsd e Y04 v e SiS] gl ) o US4 gl
Jabu g8 Of Uiadatiw) L) ia Aday A) Fia Uilias) 3 piiia cilS faibea) S 9 ¢ Lila g 195k o)
L slpadd)l La Y



My uncle did not have time to look at the view. We were at the top of Sneffels
on one of its two peaks - but which one? My uncle asked Hans what the
Icelanders called this peak.'Scartaris,' Hans replied.My uncle was delighted.
'Let us enter the crater!' he exclaimed.The crater of Sneffels was shaped like
an ice cream cone. The opening was more than a kilometre wide and it was
about six hundred metres deep. We used ropes to help us to descend. By nhoon
we were standing at the bottom of the crater.
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At the bottom of the crater there were three chimneys. Each of these was
about thirty metres wide. We started to explore them. Suddenly my uncle
gave a shout. He called me over.'Look,’ he said, pointing to a large rock with
some marks on it. The marks were letters and they spelled the name of Arne
Saknussemm.'You see?' he asked. 'Now do you believe me?'We had to
discover which of the three chimneys Arne Saknussemm had descended. It
was the chimney which the shadow of Scartaris touched at the end of June.
But there was no shadow today because there was no sun. Today was June
25th. If it stayed cloudy until the end of June, there would be no shadow to
guide us.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What did Axel and his uncle prepare for the journey?
¢ dda Ul das g JuusSi 0 3¢ M) Ja
-They prepared guns, tools ,food and drink and scientific instruments .
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2- Where did Martha think they were going ? Why did she think so ?
13lal g (13 ag) Ui jla e oyl
To the cellar because Axel pointed down towards the center of the earth .
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3. How did they travel to Iceland ? ¢ dailgl )1 g bl it
- By steamer to Copenhagen then they sailed north to Iceland
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4. How did the Danish scientist help them ? €S oadlall allad) abas L il
- He gave them letters of introduction to the most important men in Iceland .
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5. How was Dr Fridrikson helpful to them ?¢ agd ladl ¢ gus a8 3 oS Cigdl
- He arranged for a guide called Hans to take them to Sneffels.
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6. What did the professor tell Dr Fridrikson 280 sw bt .3 ) guud g sall i 13
- He told him that he was interested in Iceland’s geology .
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7. How were the Icelanders kind to the three men?
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- They gave them the best food and drink and refused to take any money.
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8. What terrible dream did Axel have ?
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- He dreamt that he was shot up out of a volcano like a rocket .
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9-Which peak did the three men climb ?How high was it ?
sl ) Lag Jlay AN Lgdlus 4
-The peak of Scartaries . It was more than (1500) metres above sea level.
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10. How did they descend the crater? ¢ da 58l (a1 g1 it
- By using ropes . . Juad) aladiuly




11-Describe the countryside of Iceland?
Jailew) iy iua
-1t was cold, bleak without many plants or animals.
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12. Who did they meet in Copenhagen ?  Calgliss o shild il Ga
- A Danish scientist . L Soadla alle
13. Who did they meet in Iceland ? ¢ ailaw 8o gld 3 ya
- Dr Fridrikson . I YT YPLTRL K

14. Did the professor tell anyone about the journey?Why?

la ) oo aal 6f Jgad gl al Jo
- No, even Hans .To keep his journey secret.
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15. Why did the professor give a shout while he was exploring the three chimneys?
¢ CAIe EM ChiSiug (S Laly dasa ) g 5 5a) 3l 13y
- Because he saw the name of Arne Saknussemm written on a large rock.
LSS Bodua o G giSa gl w1 anal (51 A
16 — Did the three men know which chimney would lead to the center of the earth ?
Why ? ¢ gay) JSa ) agii dasd o Jla, ADEN e Ja

No, Because it was cloudy and there was no shadow to guide them .
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Chapter four

My uncle was angry at the delay, but there was nothing he could do. For
three days clouds covered the sun. At last, on June 28th, we awoke to bright
sunshine. At noon the shadow of Scartaris fell on the middle of the three
chimneys.

'Forward!' cried my uncle. 'Now our journey begins!’
We prepared to descend the chimney. Hans put the tools and scientific
instruments into a bag then tied the bag to a rope. He threw the rope down
the chimney. My uncle leaned over the chimney to watch our supplies fall.
'Good,' he said. 'Our turn now.'
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We tied a long rope to the edge of the chimney and descended carefully.
Hans went first, then my uncle, then me. The walls of the chimney were very
rough. Sharp rocks stuck out at strange angles. We used these rocks to hold
on to as we descended. We did not speak to each other. The only noise was
the noise of loose rocks falling down into the black depths below us.
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At the end of three hours I still could not see the bottom of the chimney,
but I saw that it was getting narrower. There was hardly any light reaching
us. It was getting darker and "darker. But still we went down.

It was nearly midnight before we reached the bottom of the chimney. It had
been a long and tiring descent and we were all exhausted. We had something

to eat. I was ready to sleep, but my uncle was still excited.
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'Axel, my boy, I have been examining the rocks as we descended. They prove
that I was right. The centre of the Earth cannot be hot after all. All the
scientists who think that the centre of the Earth is hot are wrong!'
I was too tired to argue. 'We shall see, Uncle,’' I said. Then I lay down and
immediately fell asleep.
Early next morning, a ray of sunlight woke us up. The red lava walls sparkled
like jewels.
'Well, Axel,' said my uncle, 'have you ever spent a more peaceful night in our
little house in Hamburg?'
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We ate our breakfast then set off on the next stage of our journey. We
entered a small passage that led off to the right. As we left the main chimney,
I looked up and saw the sky of Iceland for the last time.
When Sneffels had last erupted in 1229, the lava had flowed through this
passage. Now it had frozen and formed strange shapes. It was like walking
through a box of jewels.
'It's magnificent!" I cried out.
'So are you beginning to enjoy our journey, Axel?' my uncle asked. 'You will
see even more beautiful things, my boy.'
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We struggled onwards. My uncle had brought a strong electric torch and its
light guided our way. When we stopped for the night, we were in a kind of
cave. But there was plenty of air. In fact, I could feel a wind blowing through
the cave. Where could it be coming from?
I was too tired and hungry to worry about this question. In any case, there
was something else that was worrying me. We had already used about half of
our water. My uncle had expected to find underground springs of water, but
so far we had not found any. I said this to my uncle. 'Are you surprised that
there are no springs?' he asked.
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'Yes, I am ,'I replied. 'And I'm worried. We have only enough water for five
days.'

'When we get through these lava walls, there will be plenty of water,' my
uncle said.

I didn’t agree with my uncle, but I said nothing. We set off again the next
morning. At noon we came to the end of the passage. Here it divided into two
paths, one going east, the other west. Which path should we take?

My uncle did not hesitate. He pointed to the eastern path and Hans and |
followed him into it. As I walked, I thought about the lava pouring through
this narrow passage hundreds of years ago. I hoped that it would not do that
again while we were in it!
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1- When did the sun shine again? How was it helpful to the three men?
JIQJEMSJGMQJISJ:\SJ@ﬂM‘MuﬁA
The sun shone again on the 28" of June. The shadow of Scartaris showed them

which chimney to go down
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2-How long did the three men wait at the bottom of the crater ? Why ?
An gl g8 L Lo ASDUED Wy AT 3N Saal) aS
- Three days Because the clouds hid the sun and there was no shadow to guide

them to the right chimney .
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3- What happened when the sun shone on the 28" of June ?
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- The shadow of scartaris fell on the middle chimney .
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4- Which chimney did the three men descend? Jla, AN Lgd 3 dazb ]
They descended the middle chimney. (ot sl) Aaidl) oya ) gl 3

5- How did they get their things down the chimney? 4aill Jiu) ) aasladi 1 9135 i
with a rope. Jus

5- How did the three men descend into the chimney? 4aaall & Ja, &DEN J 36 dis

They descended one by one using a long rope .
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6- What did they notice as they were descending? ¢ Osl i oS Laly gal il
They noticed that the chimney was getting narrower and darker.
alla g Gaad cuilS Aatdl) o) g sy

7- What were the walls like ? il gal) cuils Ciss
The walls were rough and the rocks were sharp . Bala ils ) sduall g ALEA LS Jai) gal)

9- What happened to the red lava walls when the sun shone ?
cuadd) Cmla Ladie ¢ jaall 4 Aual) daif gall duas )ila
The walls sparkled like jewels . A gall Jia 30

8- What did the rocks of the chimney walls prove to professor Lidenbrock?
g oAl WA 4 Aual) d53aal) Jai) ga i) )ila
The rocks proved to him that the Centre of the Earth couldn't be hot as some ‘
scientists thought. slalal) (ary Eie) LaS | (9% O Sy pa ) S e o) A il

10-Which passage did the men take first? Y sl L sSla & paadl ()
They took the right passage first. B yaall ) Sl
11- How was the passage ? sl (s s

There was plenty of air in it . Ay el s 4 ols




12- Why was Axel worried? What did his uncle tell him?
dac o s/ Jila g LalE fuuS/) LS Jilat
Because they had already used up about half of the water they had brought.
. His uncle told him that they would find underground water.
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12- What did Axel hope not to happen? Guaay ¥ Juus) A 13la
He hoped that the lava wouldn't pour again through the narrow passage
Gal) yaall MR (e Al B ya A0S ) aaad) Sl ¥ e

We followed this passage for three days. As we walked, I began to feel more
and more tired. At first I could not understand this. But soon I realised why I
was so tired. The path was going up, not down! Also, the rocks were different.
We were, walking through younger rocks, where plants and animals were
preserved in the rocks. I said this to my uncle, but he only nodded. I became
angry. I picked up the shell of an insect preserved in the rock and showed it
to my uncle.

'Look at this!" I said.
'Well,' he said calmly, 'it is the shell of an insect preserved in the rock.'
that means
'Yes, that means that we may have taken the wrong path. I may have made a
mistake. But we cannot be sure until we reach the end of this passage
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So we continued to follow the eastern passage. We passed through walls of



coal. I saw whole trees preserved in the rock walls. But after two more days
we came to a blank wall ahead of us.There was no way past it. We had to go
back to the crossroads and take the western passage.

Three days later we reached the crossroads. I was tired and very thirsty. I
had finished the water in my bottle. I fell to the ground.My uncle lifted me up
and put his water bottle to my lips.'Poor boy,' he said. 'Drink this. It is the last
of the water. Ihave saved it for you.''Thank you, Uncle,' I said and drank the
last few drops of water. I immediately felt stronger."'Now, Uncle,' I whispered,
'we must go back.''Back?' my uncle asked. 'And give up our journey? Never!'
'Then we must die,’ I replied.
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I knew I would never persuade my uncle alone. I turned to Hans. He shook
his head and pointed to my uncle.
'Master,' he said 'Axel,’ my uncle said, 'give me one more day to find water. If
we do not find water in the western passage tomorrow, we will go back
together.’
'Well,' I replied, 'so be it. .Do as you wish.'
And we set off into the western passage. The passage led
down through older rocks. We walked all day. I could hardly go on because of
my dreadful thirst. And then I heard a noise.
It was the noise of running water. Somewhere on the other side of the wall of
rock there was an underground river.
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We put our ears to the rock. Hans moved along the wall, listening carefully to
the water. Where the noise of the running water was loudest, he lifted his
pickaxe and hit the rock. He worked calmly to make a hole. The rock wall was
thick but after an hour of hard work, Hans had made a large hole in the wall.
My uncle was impatient. He did not want to wait. He offered to help Hans. But
before he could pick up the axe, there was a hissing sound. A strong jet of
water burst out of the wall of rock.
It was so strong that it almost knocked Hans down.
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He cried out in pain when the water hit him. I put my hand into the water and
soon understood why. The water was very hot - almost boiling!"'The water is
boiling!' I exclaimed.'Well, in the open air it will soon cool down,' said my
uncle.The water quickly cooled down. We did not wait until it was cold before
we drank it. It tasted better than any water I had ever tasted before. We

drank until we were not thirsty any more.
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Before we left this place, we filled our bottles. We decided to leave the hole
in the wall as it was. The underground river would now run beside us as we
descended. It would show us the quickest way down.

I felt much better. I was eager to continue our journey. I had no thoughts
now of going back.
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The path continued westward. Now we started to go down again. The rocks
were shaped like steps and we descended quickly. Each day my uncle used his
scientific instruments to calculate our position. One day he told me that we
were now two hundred kilometres west of our starting point.'That means we
are under the sea!' I exclaimed.'You are right, my boy,' my uncle said with a
smile. '"We are under the Atlantic Ocean!'
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We travelled more quickly now. My legs were used to walking and I was not
so easily tired. Sometimes I felt a pain in my ears, but I knew that this was
due to the increased air pressure.'Breathe quickly,’ my uncle said. 'That will
relieve the pressure.' I tried this and found that my uncle was right - as usual.
By August 7th we were one hundred and twenty-five kilometres below the
Earth's surface and about eight hundred and forty-fiveKilometers from
Iceland.
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That day the passage descended quite gently. I was in front of Hans and the
Professor. The torch I carried lit our way. We walked in silence, as usual.
Suddenly I turned around to speak to my uncle, but he was not there. Neither
was Hans. I was alone.'I have been walking too fast,' I said to myself. 'T'll
wait for them to catch up with me.' But after a quarter of an hour there was
no sign of them. I called out, but there was no answer.'Well, there is no need
to worry,' I thought. 'I will go back and meet them. I only need to follow the
water.'
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I bent down to put my hands in the water. But my hands touched dry rock! I
was lost. I would die of hunger and thirst.
'Oh, Uncle!" I cried out in despair.
I decided to go back up the path. Somewhere I had taken a wrong turning. If
I went back, I would find the true path. I walked Upwards for half an hour.
Then I walked straight into a wall of rock and fell down I had reached dead
end. There was no way forward I had dropped my torch when I fell down and
now it was broken. I lay in complete darkness.
I stood up and ran back down the path, waving my arms and shouting like a
madman. I ran against the rocks and cut myself. At last I fell on the floor and
fainted.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
1- Which path did the professor take first? Yol My el 1ila
He took the eastern path. Bl yaad) dla

2- Why did Axel feel more and more tired while they were walking in the eastern path ?
B jaall B s o) JAS) g JAS) ity JusS) jadi 13Lal
- Because the path was going up . e Aat oS jaall oY



4- Why did Axel think that they had taken the wrong path?

i) jaall | 93831 agdl Juus) SEIJ )3Lad
because it was going up not down and they were walking through younger rocks where
plants and animals were preserved.
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5-What was preserved in the younger rocks ? soiall ) ) gdiaa (S 1ila
-Plants,animals and shells preserved in the rocks . illal g il gaa g il

6- What did the men find at the end of the eastern passage?
B el gd A Ja ) g )il
They found a blank wall. 129w Uaila

7- Why did the men have to go back to the crossroads and take the western passage?
2 A saal) MAT g ok (5 ke ) Bagall Jla ) sl 13l
Because they found a blank wall at the end of the eastern passage
Al jaall Algd b au daila ) gan g agsY

8- What happened to Axel at the crossroads?
Skl (8 ik b JusY daa 1dla
- He fell to the ground because he was so thirsty. blake o4 oY) o ady

9. Why did Axel try to persuade his uncle to stop the journey and go back?
£33 gad) g Ada I £lgily dws 2y o)) JusSi Sl 130y 3
- Because there was no water.
sla da g3 OS5 ol ATY

10- How was the western passage different from the eastern passage?
¢ Adl oo Wlida o Al seal) oS G
The rocks of the western passage were older. The eastern passage was going up, but
the western passage was going down.
o By S (A ) (0 &S 5 S BN paally | add) LS ) eall | siua

11- What did they hear in the western passage? A sl By ) sram Vil

They heard the noise of running water on the other side of the rock wall
Lilal) e AV Gilal), o 4 s slie & s | sran

12. What did they hear in the western passage?® =l saall 8 s sraw 53l 1a
- They heard the noise of a running water.. 4\ slu sl gz | gram

13-Why did Hans cry out in pain when the jet of water hit him .
sluall dlada Ladic Lallia ¢y Jila & s 13lal
Because the water was almost boilina . o135 L &5 LS olual) (Y




14-How did the water of the underground river taste ? o) gl ol paks (S s
-it tasted very good Jaa B Cuils

15- Where did the western path take the three men? How did they know?
Sl LA &l paall 380 ¢l )
The western path took them down under the Atlantic Ocean. The professor

calculated their position by using his scientific instruments.
dalal) Al aladialy ABlaal) o MY g, JaithaY) Jasal) il ) ead) saall aa 24

16. What was the effect of the increased air pressure on Axel? What did his uncle

advise him? das daual et us) Ao Jaal) 3aby 5 il a La
-He felt a pain in his ears. A B Al pd
-His uncle advised him to breathe auicklv. de pu dily o)) daual M)

17- How did Axel get lost? Did he find the other two men immediately?
A8 sy (i AY) Cala 1) a9 J g JusS) 0l LS
Axel was walking in front of his uncle and Hans. When he turned to talk to his
uncle, he didn't find him or Hans. He waited for a quarter of an hour then called out
but there was no answer,
AU a5 Ay oy Baal HBIELE ¢ 3 ) des dag a) dws AlSy Cudll) Ladic g 3 g das alal ey JusS) (S
a5k ol

18- What did Axel do when he got lost?¢484 Laxie Jus| J2d 13)a
He was running like a madman and his head hit a sharp rock and fainted.
Ao ab) Bala B huay dul athal g e Jay Jia Ladila S

19- What happened to Axel at last? i) 8 JusY dhaa 13k
At last he fell on the floor and fainted. e ate )Y Ao 25

20- Axel fell in great despair when................... Lade Guldly Jus) ol
T reeerecrecceecieciatentctatintenacens He thought that he would die of hunger and thirst
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ANSWER

1- Who was Axel?

2- What do you know about professor Lidenbrock?
3- Why couldn’t the professor understand the message in the parchment?
4- When did Axel come to live with his uncle?

5- What did the professor find in the old book?

6- What was Lidenbrocks’ job?

7- Who could break the secret code? How?

8- Why did Axel decide not to tell his uncle about the secret message?

9- Why did Axel tell his uncle about the secret message at last?

10- Why was Axel going to burn the parchment? Why didn’t he burn it?
11- How was Dr Fridrikson helpful to the professor and Axel?

12- What was Hans?

13- What did the crater of Sneffels shape like?

14- How did the Danish scientist help them?

15- Why was Axel afraid of the journey?

16- What did Hans do to take their supplies down with them?

17- How long did the clouds cover the sun?

18- How did they descend down the chimney?

19- How could the three men find their way in the darkness?

20- How was Hans helpful to the professor and Axel?

21- What was the professor doing while they were descending the craters?

22- Why was Axel excited about the frozen lava?

23- When did Axel begin to enjoy the journey?

24- Which chimney did the three men have to discover to reach the centre of the earth?
25- What was the professor’s decision about the problem of water?

26- How did Axel know that they had taken the wrong path?

27- Why did Axel want his uncle to give up the journey?

28- What happened to Axel after he had separated from Hans and the professor?

29- What did Hans do to get water?

30- How did the water of the underground river taste?

31- Why did they decide to leave the hole in the wall behind them?

32- Every day the professor used his scientific instruments. Why?

33- What did the professor advise Axel to do when he felt pain in his ears?

34- Why did the professor ask Axel to breathe quickly?

35- Why did Axel faint when he got lost?

36- Why did Axel feel pain in his ears?

37- What was the problem which made Axel think of going back?
38- Why did they go back to the crossroads?

39- What did Hans use to make a hole in the wall?

40- When did Hans cry out in pain?




41- Why did Hans cry out in pain when the jet of water hit him?
42- What did Hans do when the water hit him?

/ 4 4 4

COMPLETE
43- When Axel’s parents died, he --------------------
44- When -------==--=mnmuene- , he came to live with h|s uncle professor Lidenbrock.
45- Professor Lidenbrock was so famous that -------------------- .
45- The professor gave lectures at -------------------- :
46- Sneffels was --------------------
47- Sneffels had several craters, but only one -------------------- :
48- Axel could break the secret code by chance when ----------=--------- :
49- They prepared for the journey -------------------- , mmmmmmmmmmmmmmoemoo and -----------------—-- :
50- They travelled to Copenhagen (Iceland) by -------------------- .
51- They found --------------=----- chimneys on top of Sneffels.
52- The crater of Sneffels shaped like --------------------
53- Axel and the professor didn’t know where to go in Iceland $Q -------====--mmm--- :
54- The three men, Hans, Axel and the professor descended the chimney by ---------------- :
55- They found their way in the darkness by -------------------- .
56- The clouds covered the sun for -------------------- \
57- The walls of the rocks proved that --------------------
58- While they were descending the chimney, the professor WaS ----------------o--- :
59- Axel felt pain in his ears because of -------------------- :
60- Hans made a hole in the wall to --------------------
61- In the Western Passage the plants and anlmals ] R :
62- They became sure that they took the wrong path when -------------------- :
63- It was difficult to walk through the passage because -------------------- :
64- Finding a shell of an insect preserved in the rocks means -------------------- :
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