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nuna Sewell (1820-71875)
Anna Sewell was born n England in 1820.

When she was a child, she had an accident which
badly damaged her legs. After this she couldn’t
walk, but she [carned to drive a horse and a

carviage. She loved the horses that helped her to
travel around. She also helped her mother, who
wrote children’s books. Anna decided that she
wanted to write, too. She wanted people to
understand that [ooking after horses was|. -

important, so she wrote a book about the life of a
working horse. In 1877, she wrote Black Beauty,

and 1t has become one of the most popular books
for Children.
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Wlain Characters
1 — (Slack (Seauty

* The black horse who tells the story.

2 — Farmer &Grey

* Black Beauty’s first owner.

3 — Johin Mianly

A kind man who is Squire Gordon’s helper.
4 — Wierrylegs

A short, fat horse who carries

the children at Squire Gordon’s
5 — Sarl Smythe .

A rich man who buys Black bg

from Squire Gordon

Squlre Gord v

9 — nger
Black Beauty’s Friemdts h

10 — York i

Earl Smythe’s helper

11 — Sarlshall Park 9 _

The country home of Earl Smytb\e el <t
12 — Joe &Green :

A boy who helps John Manly
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My early years

The first place that | can remember is a large field with a
little wood at the top, where | lived with my mother and some
other horses. A small river ran along the bottom of the field. If |
stood at the gate to the field, | could see my owner’s house n
to the road. The owner, Farmer Grey, was a good man. H?Vhﬁ
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us healthy food and he spoke to us as kindly as he spoke to his
children.

There were other young horses in the field with me, but | was
the youngest. | used to run with them, and have great fun. We
used to have races, and when the biggest horses got too excited,
they kicked and bit the horses next to them. One day, when my
mother saw that was happening, she called me over to her.

“Listen to me. The horses in this field are all good horses, but
they are not like us. | don’t think you have ever seen me bite or
kick anyone. | hope that you will grow up to be gentle and good,
Never bite or kick, even when you are just playing a game.”
| have never forgotten my mother’s advige
I grew into a tall, strong horse with g b, scoat, with one white
foot and a white star on my heag \ Jear nedBRWNE. p Ul a
carriage. Sometimes | pulled t Wit Hotker, and
she helped me to learn What ¥ - N

“The harder yg ople o %
mother expldiedNone G je you. - ‘g' .
However e as good as
our o ) UtiSome are D might buy us.
S ¥ péi don’t orse needs.” |
fe ‘that othe , ‘true.

"When | was @i er. Grey dée
owner. His nafig fuire Gordon and he lived Thg@abig hotse
in-a place ce QWick Park. It was a lovely pl#iCe taglive in,
with large fields dnd-aQiigortable stables. 4 <\z

Squire Gordon had a kine elper called Joh? Manly who looKed
dfter me, and | soon became fliends with the other horses in the
stables. One was a small, fat horse called Merrylegs. He was a
jolly, gentle horse who was always making people laugh because
of the way he walked. He carried the young children of the
family. Another was Ginger, a tall horse with a sad face.
Merrylegs told me that Ginger often bit or kicked because people
were not nice to her in the past.

Squire Gordon’s children used to bring me apples and ni
things to eat,” said Merrylegs. “ But when they knew that Gi;&
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bit people, they became frightened and now they don’t come to
visit us horses any more. However, if people are kind to her she
will soon learn to stop biting,” he explained.

The next day, Squire Gordon took me out around Birtwick Park.
“How is your new horse?” asked his wife when we returned.

“He is a perfect horse!” he said. “ What shall we call him?”

“ He is very handsome,” his wife said. “ Why don’t we call him
Black Beauty?”

“Yes, | like that.” said Squire Gordon. And that is how | got my
name.

On some days, | work with Ginger, pulling carriages.
Although Merrylegs said that Gingergimas sometimes bad-
tempered, | found that she was thoy gty he always worked
hard so that | didn’t have to pull gy e ag Rresliat she
did. We soon became good frie [

One day, when | was wor ir. - bout
the people she wQklgs ) ki nd
and some ofdiCHawe Yy S TTONgdl 't
like peop, | dai 2d her toX The
probleg S tAdt some peop she refused to
de (3% ed. T '. ted to kick and
b Ple. T yan RGLL, she arrived
atsquire Gordgll = e

However, 7 J sed, Ginger Unlerstooa Lt /John and
Squire Gordo gﬂ erent from her other owng#¥s. [ were
always kind and § ith their horses ang she was hdphy. to
do what they asked, ?‘"‘ e time.

Then one day, she saw so 1ing that showed her that some
people could be good. Squire Gordon was riding her when they
passed a man who worked for Squire Gordon. The man was
angry with his horse and hit it hard to make it go faster. Squire
Gordon didn’t like this.

“| have never seen a man who was so unkind to a horse,” he
cried. “ No horse will do what you want by hurting it! The people
who work for me must understand that a horse is not

machine!”
(6)




Ginger now began to respect Squire Gordon. After this, she
decided she would not bite or kick people any more.

“She will be as good as Black Beauty soon,” said John. “ All she
needed was for people to be kind to her.”

One day, | was surprised when John brought Merrylegs back
to the stable and said, “ Don’t do that again, Merrylegs, or you
will be in trouble.”

“ What did you do?” | asked him. | was very surprised because
Merrylegs always behaved so well.

“Oh, | didn’t do much,” said Merrylegs. “ | wanted to give the
boys a lesson, so | threw them on the ground.”

“What?” | said, very surprised. “ But youmare always so careful
with the children!” e R ‘

“Of course | am,” he said. “ 1 wg Ve’ hur hgiklsEor the
little children. But the older bo eS¢ elles ," he
continued. ‘ 2) SRS

“ they think that.g : i Lie
for hours wilie | ' .,,;, ]
So | stopy " age f > with a Stick.
Then | i ff. They ’ orse feels.

Buid | do t fleeaLise | knew it
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oluldn’t hurt tige ked the boy gld to some
unkind persQu*Ilif0 4 d hit me all thé'time. WoSgllst always
remember - JOREhpace we live in.”> -
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) Auswer the follo. . qruestions

1 — Who [s the author of the story?
»Anna Sewell.
2 — Who Is the narvator of the story?
»The horse (Black Beauty)
3 — With whom did Black Beauty live?
»With his mother and some horses.
4 — Who was the first owner of Balck Beauty?

»Farmer Grey.
(1)




5 — How was farmer Grey a good man?
»He gave them healthy food and spoke kindly.
& — Who was the youngest horse 7
»Black Beauty.
7 — What did Black beauty and other horses use to have?
»They used to have races.
8 — What did the biggest horses do when they got excrted?
»They kicked and bit other horses.
7 — What did Black Beauty'’s mother advise not to do?
»Not to bite or kick even when just playing.
10 — Descrite Black Beauty when he grew
»He grew tall, strong with a black coat wi 'hite foot.a
star on head. . ,
21 — What did he learn to do?
*He learnt how to pull a carriagg
12 — What adved %
»She said thal
Z2E [ Y
»Wheg ol
was
»[Was Squire ed in Birtw
15 — Who loojg 'k Beauty?
»John Manly, G 2SSl helper . R
16 — Who were Blach M s new friends?

sMerrylegs who was small' ek and gentle.
»Ginger who was tall with sad fad

17 — Why did ginger often kick and bite?

»Because people weren’t nice to her in the past.

18 — Why did Mervylegs make children laugh?

»Because of the way he walked.

19 — What did the children bring Merrylegs?

»They brought him apples and nice things.

20 — Why didn’t the childven visit the horses any more?
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»Because they knew that Ginger bit people.

21 — What did Gordon’s wite say about Black Beauty?

»She said he was a perfect horse.

22 — What name did the wite suqgest for the horse and why?

»She suggested calling him Black Beauty as he was handsome.

23 — What did Mervylegs say about Ginger?

»He said that she was sometimes bad-tempered.

24 — What did Ginger say about people she worked with in the past?
»She said that they were not kind and cruel.

25 — What was Ginger’s problem with people?

»Some people hit her hard when she refused togde things.

26 — Why did the people decide to sell Guad
»Because she started to bite and kick pé

27 — For Ginger, How did she

different from other people?
»They were king
28 — Whag

be goog %
» Wi JR Ve be and said that a
h Pt a mé '
P — When did § to-respect
»When he told i Pkers that a horse Was not a 17
30 — W/rmf Al # /e not to dc?? -
»She decided not to bite™e Ly people.
31 — When would Ginger D 9good as Black Beaazy?
sWhen people became kind to her.
32 — What bad thing did Mervylegs do one day?
»He threw children on the ground.
33 — Why did Mervylegs throw the children on the ground?
»To teach them a lesson because they hit him with a stick.
34 — Why was Merrvylegs angry with older children?
»Because they thought it was a machine and could continue without res
35 — Why didn’t Mervylegs kick the children?
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»Because he didn’t want to hurt them and if he did so they would sell him

to unkind people.

=5 ) PHarch the follorwing.:

1 - Anna Sewell was born

2 - Anna had an accident which
3 - The narrator was

4 - The first owner was

B ) Match the following:

a - Farmer Grey

b - Gordon

¢ - Black Beauty

d - damaged her legs
e - In England

1 - Black Beauty first lived with

a - BlagigBeauty

2 - the owner’s house was

b - badl

3 - Grey spoke to the horses

4 - The youngest horse was

B ) Matc. A
1 -Bla a
2 - Black Beauty
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he beople will be
b - when he became older

4 - Grey decided to sell Beauty

d - advised him not to bite

B ) Match the followir

1 - The new owner was

a - Merrylegs and Ginger

2 - Gordon lived in

b - John Manly

3 - Gordon’s helper was

¢ - Farmer Grey

4 - Black Beauty became friends with

d - Birtwick Park

e - Squire Gordon
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B ) Match the following:

1 - Merrylegs was a - a horse was a machine
2 - Ginger was b - a horse was not a machine
3 - Black Beauty c - small, fat and jolly

4 - Gordon thought d - was handsome
e - tall with sad face
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