Criticism in general is simple ,rationalمنطقي  and systematic نظامي. It describes ,appraisesيمدح    or clarifiesيوضح  the literary work.    
Criticism in modern sense came into use  in the 17th century , its meaning differs from one critic to another:-

   - The English dictionary explains it as fault-finding.تصيد الأخطاء  

   - Elizabeth Barrett defines it as " the distinguishing of beauty".تمييز الجمال
   - Victor Hugo asks a question " Is this work good or bad ?" that is the criticism.

In Hugo's question , it would remain to find out the sources of the standardsمستويات  which the critics would decide whether the work is good or bad.

  Here it is right that the critic is set up as a judgeقاضى  of valuesقيم                                Besides , its primary function , criticism helps in chastening إتباع  and guidingإرشاد  the authors to whom the criticism isn't directed , and in providing the public with entertainmentتسلية  and instructionsتعليمات  which may maintainيحصل على  a high level of general culture , a fertile field for geniusesحقل خصب من العباقرة .

Literary Criticism
       Is the conscious appreciationالإدراك الواعي  of a literary achievementالإنجاز الأدبي  whether it is based on the critic's personal taste or according to certain aesthetic rulesالقواعد الجمالية .
    The critic may be either :-

1- concerned with the critical work he is performing.( here he will systemize at the expense ofعلى حساب  the literary work he is criticizing.

2- Too sensitiveحساس  to the literary work he is criticizing.( here his sensibility will blurيطغى على  his critical principlesمبادىء .
So, a balanceتوازن  should be found between the two cases.

      The tendencyالميل- اتجاه to create absoluteمطلق  critical standards results in the appearance of critical theoriesنظريات  such as ( Aristotle's- Boolean's – Words Worth's and Poe's theories)

   But these theories haven't been accepted as they proved validلها صلاحية  when applied to one individual literary work , but not to a large number of works.
     The importance in literary criticism springs from the nature of literature which consists of contentمحتوى  and formشكل . Literature is human consciousnessوعى  expressed in words ( language )

· some critics find that the language used to convey the human consciousness or experience.

· Others find the prime value in the content itself.

· "Art for Art's sake"الفن من اجل الفن  critics emphasize the fact that literature has some aspectsمظاهر  which should attractتجذب  the reader. Also , it is true that literature deals withيتعامل مع  human values.
Critics usually form a mixtureخليط  of two or more tendencies as they may care about:-

1- The form and be sensitive to the literary work , as Croce.
2- The form and be systematic concerning the content, as John Crow Ransom.
3- Systematic concerning the content but indifferent as to the form , as Sidney.
4- Sensitive to the content and indifferent as to the form , as Sainte.
On the other hand , a study showed that there are two kinds of critics;

1- The textual criticالناقد المهتم بالنص  for whom the importance of the literary work lies in the text itself.

2- The biographical or genetic criticالناقد المهتم بسيرة الكاتب  for whom the literary work exists in the conceptions of the author and these conceptionsمفاهيم  are reflectedتنعكس  in his literary achievements.

3- The history criticمهتم بالتاريخ  who links the literary work to the current events.

4- The book – reviewerناقد  of a daily newspaper or a weekly magazine( tries to find its reactionرد الفعل  on the averageمتوسط  reader's consciousness.
Criticism and Creation
     The argumentالجدال  between creativeمبدع  writers and critics is interesting.

     Many creative writers consider criticism inferior toفي مرتبة أدنى  creation as they believe that critic has failed in creation writing and turned to criticism.

    -From the analyticالنقد  point of view , criticism is an essentialضروري  part of creationالإبداع .

    -From the syntheticلفظية  point of view , criticism is as much a creative work as any other literary work.

This argument is due to the fact that criticism may be considered a science and an art too.
· As a science:- it is the function of criticism to examine particularمعين  works , observeيلاحظ  faults and meritsمميزات  and induceيحاول الخروج  general principlesمبادىء عامة .

· As an art :- it produces creative works as stimulatingحث  as any other literary genreشكل .

   A quick surveyاستطلاع  would show that almost all the great men- of – letters   رجال الأدب  have excelled in criticism.

   Thus , criticism may be considered creative work in that it is a kind of self- expression for the criticالتعبير الذاتي للناقد .

The function of Criticism

    No man of importance can achieveيحقق  greatness in his own fieldمجال  without a precise philosophyفلسفة دقيقة . Yet, it is a generally accepted fallacyخداع  that the English critics of the early stagesالمراحل المبكرة  didn't formulateيشكل  their ideas and opinions in a philosophical form. In fact they did follow a certain philosophy though they were unable to express it in words.

   This fallacy is mainly spreadتنتشر  by the conventionalمألوف- متمسك بالعرف  thinkers who believe that there should be strict dividing linesخطوط فاصلة  between the various branchesفروع  of knowledge and that the setting of critical rules isn't the task of the man-of-letters but of the philosophers.
  Since the Renaissanceعصر النهضة الأوروبية  , The function of criticism has been subject to arguments of all kinds.

· The first argument deals with whether criticism should follow a certain set of rules or should just be more appreciationتقدير . Throughout the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, criticism may rather be considered an attack on the moralists الدعاة إلى الأخلاق. And in Modern Times , some critics tend toيميل إلى  justify imaginative works.
· The second argument is whether criticism should serve the writers or the public.

· Horace and Pope believe that writers should seek out the advice of a good critic.

· Sainte Beuve believes that criticism should improve society by restoringيسترد  morals and spreading healthy literary conventionsعرف .

· Mathew Arnold believes that the critic should spread the best of human knowledge.

      On the other side , certain critics insist that criticism should be in service of the common reader, believing that they should help the reader to choose the good and rejectيرفض  the bad.

    Yet , The main aspect of criticism is rather interpretativeتفسيري  or judicialشرعي , though, in practice, various types appear. 

    The term " interpretation " has been explained in various ways :- 

# Carlyle-------- criticism stands like an interpreterمفسر  between the inspired and uninspired.

# P.E More------- believes that part of the critic's job is the conscious creation of the present and the past.

    As for the notion that criticism should be judicial ( critic sets himself up as a judge of values) it has been expoundedيفسر  by many modern critics.
# Richard says-------- to set up as a critic is to set up as a judge of values.

   But criticism doesn’t just depend uponيعتمد على  reason and logical thinking, it needs , as T.S Eliot" a development of sensibility" 

Many critics before Eliot adoptedيتبنى  this point of view , but they failed to express it in such simplicityالبساطة  as Eliot did.

The philosophy of Criticism
   Criticism has been conceivedيعبر – يفهم  throughout the ages in various ways , and it is possible to summarize these various ways in the following conceptions;

1- a science.

2- A skill based on feeling and developed through experience.

3- An "art" in the sense of a methodicalمنهجي  purposiveذو غرض  achievement.
1-Criticism as a science

     It is the function of science to provide knowledge or to subserveيسهل- يفيد  a practical purpose. The theories of criticism supply the literary critic with any knowledge he should need such as :-

a- information on the techniques and materials of literary creation.

b- Information on the subject-matter, the objects of artistic representationالتمثيل.

c- Information on the man-of-letters and his activities.

 But this classificationتصنيف  has led some critics, having sufficientكفيء  knowledge of any one of these points , to consider it as the soleفردى  field of criticism.

2-Criticism as a skill based on feeling and

 developed through experience

If personal feelings or impressionsانطباعات  were to have the upper handاليد العليا  in literary appreciation, the result would be intellectual anarchyفوضوي . Thus it is necessary critical appreciation should be made according to certain literary standards.

3-Criticism as an art in the sense of a methodical 

purposive achievement.

*Criticism is methodical in that it  confirms with rules and principles developed in complex ways throughout the ages.
*It is purpositive in that it aims at a certain purpose.

*It is itself an achievement in that it takes part in the process of creation by recognizing art as art, evaluating literary achievements and paving the way for fresh creations.

Types of criticism
1- Relativistic Criticism:-
    ( is one the most psychologically sensitive criticism, in modern times. It is built on the fact that the critic has one literary achievement only to criticize.)
2- Absolutistic Criticism:- 
    ( affirms the necessity of critical rules, and that anarchy is the only alternative to critical rules, as every critic would set his own individual laws.)
3- Interpretative Criticism:- 
    ( it is built on interpretation , creates relatively impersonal literary    achievement.)

4- Textual Criticism:- 
    ( aims at reforming the original text of a literary achievement by going back to the manuscript or manuscripts from which the text is taken.)

5- Biographical Criticism :- 
    ( helps in establishing significant relations between the man-of-letters and            literary achievements.)

6- Historical Criticism:- 
    ( helps to reconstruct the literary background and understand the values of a literary work more fully by building up the relevant political, social, philosophical, economic, and scientific background of a work of art.)

7- Comparative Criticism:- 
    (built on the grouping of similar literary genres, and studies them by comparing them according to the tone, purpose and manner. It avoids artificial parallels and tries to seek the deeper organizing forms.)
8- Judicial Criticism:- 
    (attempts to find out the moral values found in the literary achievements.)

9- Book Reviewing:- 
    ( It appeared due to the spread of newspapers , and magazines since the 18th century.
Although it helps the general public to know the secrets of the world, it has great dangers owing to the following facts;
· are owned by monopolistic concerns advocating capitalism .

· They are commercially run and their policies are designed by the advertising companies.

· The critics have to face the necessity of pleasing the reading public .
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