The Theme of Wuthering Heights

         The main theme of Wuthering Heights is the love of Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw. The relationship between these two is based on the familiar Romantic conception of irresistible passion. Wuthering Heights deals with the love story between Heathcliff and Catherine and the violence and misery that has resulted from their longing to each other. This love is romantic because it is of the intensive and rebellious type.

         Romantic love is characterized by its intensity. Love has become a volcanic eruption as Professor Lucas says. In fact the love of Heathcliff and Cathy displays this intensity. Like so many pairs of romantic lovers, Catherine and Heathcliff are devoted one to another. The intensity of their love is clear when Catherine tries to explain her feelings to Nelly Dean: “My great miseries in this world have been Heathcliff’s miseries; my great thought in living is himself. Nelly, I am Heathcliff! He’s always, always in my mind-not as pleasure, any more than I am always a pleasure to myself, but as my own being.” 

       Romantic love is exotic love. It is associated with sexual and sensual desire. The encounter between Catherine and Heathcliff before her death displays this exotic sexual aspect of Romantic love. “His eyes wide… and foamed like a mad dog, and gathered her to him with greedy jealousy.” 

      Another element of Romantic love is the mystical element in the love between Heathcliff and Catherine. Emily Bronte presents the mystical experience not in terms of Man and God, but in terms of the identity of a passionate, willful girl and a cruel, revengeful man. After confessing her love for Heathcliff to Nelly, Catherine decides to marry Edgar Linton, and Heathcliff, who overhears her, escapes. Her behaviour after Heathcliff’s disappearance reveals her passionate, mystical nature of love towards him. When Edgar holds her in his arms, she says, “What you touch at present, - you may have; but my soul will be on that hilltop before you lay hands on me again.” So Heathcliff says to the dying Catherine, “Do I want to live? What kind of living will it be when you – Chi, God! Would you like to live with your soul in the grave?”

     Another element of Romantic love is that it is spiritual. After Catherine’s death, Heathcliff longs for a spiritual union with her. Agony and torture are associated with the romantic type of love. Emily Bronte describes Catherine and Heathcliff as two romantic lovers who are suffering and torturing one another. Since Catherine decided to leave Heathcliff and marry Edgar Linton, each of them lived in a hell of spiritual agony because each was deprived of the other. Before her death, Catherine says to Heathcliff, “I wish I could hold you till we were both dead! I shouldn’t care that you suffered….” Heathcliff says, “You teach me how cruel you’ve been. Why did you despise me? Why did you betray your heart, Cathy?”

(1)

      Another characteristic of the romantic love is the mingling of pleasure and pain. When Heathcliff’s soul mingles with Catherine’s soul, he is most happy. He tells Nelly Dean of his happiness in a dream when he lay beside her in death. Heathcliff’s longing for her grows so deep and his union with her spirit is so complete that he hates to stay alive. His agony is clear when he says, “I have to remind myself to breathe almost to remind my heart to beat! I have a single wish…. I am swallowed in the anticipation of its fulfillment.

      It’s only through a mystical union of their love that Heathcliff can gain happiness. When he is haunted by Catherine’s spirit, he can see paradise.
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