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Eveline by James Joice               
In “Eveline,” Joyce presents the dilemma faced by a young woman who must either care for her father and children or flee her homeland with a sailor who has made a rather ambiguous proposal. Although seemingly a straight-forward tale, the writing style is unique for its era since the action takes place in the protagonist’s mind, as descriptions of the heroine’s reaction to internal and external impressions and memories.

Plot Summary

A young woman of about nineteen years of age sits by her window, waiting to leave home. She muses on the aspects of her life that are driving her away, while "in her nostrils was the smell of dusty cretonne". Her mother has died as has her older brother Ernest. Her remaining brother, Harry is on the road "in the church decorating business". She fears that her father will beat her as he used to beat her brothers, and she has little loyalty for her sales job. She has fallen for a sailor named Frank who promises to take her with him to Buenos Aires (spelled Buenos Ayres). Before leaving to meet Frank, she hears an organ-grinder outside, which reminds her of a melody that played on an organ on the day her mother died and the promise she made to her mother to look after the home. At the dock where she and Frank are ready to embark on a ship together, Eveline is deeply conflicted and makes the painful decision not to leave with him. Nonetheless, her face registers no emotion at all.

Summary

Eveline Hill sits at a window in her home and looks out onto the street while fondly recalling her childhood, when she played with other children in a field now developed with new homes. Her thoughts turn to her sometimes abusive father with whom she lives, and to the prospect of freeing herself from her hard life juggling jobs as a shop worker and a nanny to support herself and her father. Eveline faces a difficult dilemma: remain at home like a dutiful daughter, or leave Dublin with her lover, Frank, who is a sailor. He wants her to marry him and live with him in Buenos Aires, and she has already agreed to leave with him in secret. As Eveline recalls, Frank's courtship of her was pleasant until her father began to voice his disapproval and bicker with Frank. After that, the two lovers met clandestinely As Eveline reviews her decision to embark on a new life, she holds in her lap two letters, one to her father and one to her brother Harry. She begins to favor the sunnier memories of her old family life, when her mother was alive and her brother was living at home, and notes that she did promise her mother to dedicate herself to maintaining the home. She reasons that her life at home, cleaning and cooking, is hard but perhaps not the worst option—her father is not always mean, after all. The sound of a street organ then reminds her of her mother's death, and her thoughts change course. She remembers her mother's uneventful, sad life, and passionately embraces her decision to escape the same fate by leaving with Frank.

At the docks in Dublin, Eveline waits in a crowd to board the ship with Frank. She appears detached and worried, overwhelmed by the images around her, and prays to God for direction. Her previous declaration of intent seems to have never happened. When the boat whistle blows and Frank pulls on her hand to lead her with him, Eveline resists. She clutches the barrier as Frank is swept into the throng moving toward the ship. He continually shouts “Come!” but Eveline remains fixed to the land, motionless and emotionless. 

The expected question here is...Write a critical image about Eveline.
"Eveline" is a story of young love, Eveline has already been courted   (توددت) and won by Frank, who is taking her away to marry him and "to live with him in Buenos Ayres". Or has she? When she meets him at the station and they are set to board the ship, Eveline suddenly decides she cannot go with Frank, because "he would drown her" in "all the seas of the world". But Eveline's rejection(رفض – نبذ) of Frank is not just a rejection of love, but also a rejection of a new life abroad and escape from her hard life at home. And water, as the practical method of escape, as well as a symbol of both rejuvenation(استعادة الشباب – تجديده) and emotional vitality,(الحيوية – النشاط ) functions in a multi-faceted way to show all that Eveline loses through her fear and lack(افتقاد – نقص ) of courage. By not plunging يغمر- يغطس)) into those "seas of the world that tumble[d] about her heart", Eveline forsakes(ينبذ – يرفض)  escape, life, and love for the past, duty, and death. 
Like many of the stories in Dubliners, moving eastward in "Eveline" is associated with new life. But for Eveline, sailing eastward with Frank is as much an escape as a promise of something better. From the story's opening, she is passive (منفعلة) and tired and remembers old neighbors like "the Waters" who have since escaped east "to England". She looks forward to "going... away like the others". She admits she will not be missed at her job and at nineteen, without the former protection of her older brothers, she is beginning to feel "herself in danger of her father's violence". Her father takes what little money she earns and she is in charge of her two younger siblings(إخوة – أقارب) as well. The sound of a street organ playing an Italian tune is both a call to her from the East across the water and a reminder of her mother's death. She cannot end up like her mother, "living a life of commonplace (مألوف – اعتيادي) sacrifices closing in final craziness" and her only recourse is to "escape" with Frank; "He would save her" if she goes with him east across the seas. When she fails to go with Frank, Eveline indeed succumbs (تخضع)  to the prospect(مشهد) of an imprisoning life like her mother's. 

Water also signifies (تعبر عن – تدل على) rejuvenation, the possibilities of a new life. In contrast to her present life full of "hard work-a hard life," Eveline looks forward to exploring "another life with Frank" and a new her across the seas. Compared to re-living her dead mother's life, Eveline has a chance to live her own life and begin something with Frank that is brand new, open-ended, and unstamped by the impressions of the past. Though she can hardly imagine what her new life might be like, Eveline knows it will be unlike the one mapped out for her by her father. But perhaps it is the very uncertainty about her life with Frank that finally terrifies her. Known duty and hardship is finally preferable to unknown possibility, and as Frank draws her into the "seas of the world," she feels at last that "it was impossible". One cannot begin a new life unless one leaves behind the old, and "the seas" of rebirth(انبعاث – تجدد روحي- نهضة) are too much for her. Unable to make that leap of faith, she remains behind, "passive, like a helpless animal". 

Eveline also rejects love and emotional vitality as represented by "the seas of the world". When she contemplates (تتأمل – تعتقد) leaving with Frank, Eveline thinks of home as providing "shelter (حماية – وقاء) and food" and the companionship of "those she had known all her life"; not once does she think of leaving behind those who love her. Eveline knows her father and siblings depend on her and need her but she doesn't feel loved. But "Frank was very kind, manly (شجاع – شريف – رجولي), open- hearted" and after the "excitement" of being courted she "had begun to like him". She knows Frank can give her a new life, and "perhaps love, too" and "she had a right to happiness". Yet Eveline is not certain she will find love with Frank, just as she doesn't know what kind of life they will have together. The adult world of desire, longing (رغبة – لهفة) , fulfillment(الانجاز) , and heartbreak(حسرة)  roil(قلق- غضب)  about in "the seas of the world that tumbled about her heart" and this unknown world of emotional vitality and power is as frightening to Eveline as the physical reality of sailing halfway round the world. In this realm (المجال – العالم) she might drown, yes, but she might just as likely learn to swim. Yet by declining (انحدار) "to test the waters" Eveline condemns (تحكم على – تدين) herself to a life without emotional fulfillment at all. In the rite(طقس – مذهب)  of passage from adolescence into adulthood, Eveline feels only that the transformative experience will "drown" her old self and she is unable to adequately(على نحو كف أو ملائم)  imagine a new self emerging(ينبثق – يظهر) from the waves.
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